
Environment Group Notes for the 

HNPC Meeting of Thursday 9th June ‘22 
❖ This mark indicates the information is related to decision to be taken at the meeting. 

Tree Management 

• I am still waiting for the schedule of works for this season’s tree maintenance. 

• I had an on site meeting with a CDC Arboricultural Officer to discuss the proposed Platinum Jubilee 

Memorial Area. The proposal was viewed favourably and should have been discussed further within OCC. I 

am awaiting feedback on those discussions. 

• The proposal for a Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area is included at the end of this report for information. 

Grass and Hedge Management 

• I am not aware of any additional requests for work needed within the parish at this time.  

• No comments from me concerning the churchyard. 

Wildlife Zones 

• Nothing to report specific to wildlife zones 

Street Furniture 

• Regarding the issue of the dog bin outside Rose Cottage:  

▪ following our response (email from Parish Cler5k dated 14/5/22), the owners responded 18/5/22 

re-stating that the bin is within 1metre of their patio where food is prepared and that “we still 

experience an overflowing bin and abandoned dog poo bags” and suggest the bin is relocated to the left hand 

side of their property, ie on Park Hill.  
▪ since the initial complaint, the bin has been monitored by numerous people and on no occasion has it been 

seen to have overflowed, 
▪ the complaint states the dog bin is 1 metre from their patio. This seems doubtful as there is a significant area of 

shrubs and small trees immediately over the fence from the dog bin. 
▪ following their suggestion of relocation, an investigation in to relocating the dog bin has been undertaken. The 

investigation gave rise to the following observations:  
▪ at the point suggested, Park Hill and the verge are very narrow. Would the location of a dog bin at this 

point be safe to users and those emptying it? 
▪ is it feasible to install a post and dog bin in such a narrow verge, and would OCC allow the installation 

of a post and bin in such a confined location, be forthcoming?; 
▪ would the removal of a long established dog bin result in some users depositing bags of faeces on the 

verge where the bin used to be? 
▪ before expending any more time and effort, or incurring any cost associated with moving the dog bin from its 

current location I would wish to see the following: 
▪ documented evidence of the contents of the bin overflowing on more than the occasion apparently 

captured on the photo associated with the original complaint (the photo had no associated date of 

occurrence) 
▪ an authoritative assessment of the public health risk posed by the dog bin under normal 

use, ie not overflowing, in its current location 

▪ the existence of a fly and smell issue generated by the contents of the dog bin collaborated 

by an independent third party, ie a party with no personal interest or association with the 

complainant, as no other such complaint has been made regarding any other dog bin in the 

parish 

▪ the distance from the dog bin to the nearest point on the patio should be measured 

• There are no other street furniture related matters to raise. 

 

 



Other Areas 

• The application for the listing of the Down End Tite has been rejected by the Dept for Digital, Cultural, 

Media and Sport (via Historic England) as it does not meet their criteria of Threat, Strategic Priority or 

Evident Significance. If the situation of the Down End Tite changes “particularly with regard to any specific 

threat”, then we can re-apply. 

I have been advised there are other options available and that our “local Historic Environmental Records 

Officer” can offer advice. I have yet to identify how to make contact with this officer. 

• In light of the disappointing news associated with the Down End Tite, I will not take the listing of the 

viaduct any further until I have had further discussions regarding the Down End Tite.  

  



Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area 

All actions relating to this proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area are in abeyance until approval has been 

received from OCC Highways, however: 

The area bounded by the Ironstone Hollow amenity area, Ironstone Hollow, Hollybush and Station Road looks 

neglected and presents a poor view of the village, especially when contrasted with the new wooden bus 

shelter, on what could be argued is the main route in to the village. The following diagram presents a 

conceptual view of how the area, which is centred at OS grid reference SP36073355, could be presented to 

convert this neglected area in to an area of celebration and civic pride – presented as a memorial of the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The area is currently managed by OCC. Permission to develop the area is being 

sought from OCC.  An on-site meeting is being scheduled to progress the approval. 

  

In the diagram:  

• the green area next to Hollybush Road is the existing area of brambles etc that are to be retained and 

managed for small birds and mammals. The area to be included in the annual hedge maintenace 

programme to keep it trimmed back allowing a one metre grass border to the path;  

• the pink area is the new wooden bus shelter with the area planted with wild flowers behind. The area 

to be cleared once per season after flower seed production;  

• the orange areas are existing bushes and hedges that are to be retained, but need tidying up by 

removing dead material and rubbish and then pruning to shape. The area to be included in the annual 

hedge maintenance programme to keep it trimmed back allowing a one metre grass border to the 

path; 

• the purple area next to Ironstone Hollow is a new area where the existing scrub and rubbish is to be 

removed and planted with a selection of native tree saplings surrounded on three sides by the existing 

hawthorn/blackthorn hedge. The area to be planted with crab apple, rowan and field maple. The area 

to be managed to keep the tree saplings from being swamped by vigorous growing grasses, etc. and 

the trees from over shadowing them. The planting could be registered as part of “The Queen’s Green 

Canopy”, a Platinum Jubilee initiative being run via The Woodland Trust from where the selection of 

suggested trees was discovered; 

• the existing trees and grass areas to be retained and to be kept neat and tidy. 

• The established bench in front of the new bus shelter is to be repositioned The precise location of the 

seat has yet to be finalised. 

 



 


