
Annual Report From District Councillor Hugo Brown - April 2022 
 
Since I last reported on 3rd March, for the PC meeting of 10th March, there have been no 
meetings of Full Council and no meetings of the Executive (as the 4th April meeting was 
cancelled).  Therefore, I have nothing to report in the way of business.  However, I am 
delighted to share, with you, my thoughts from the past year 
 
As we emerged from Covid, Councillors had to get used to meeting again in-person.  The 
virtual meetings worked well and I commend the speed with which Council Officers got the 
system up and running.  It took a little time to get used to meeting remotely but once we had 
all mastered the art of "raising the yellow hand" things proceeded relatively smoothly.  The 
first post-Covid in-person Council Meeting was a strange affair.  Due to Social Distancing we 
had to meet in the Spiceball Leisure Centre, in Banbury, as it was the only space big enough 
to accommodate us all 2 metres apart from each other.   Due to the need to keep the place 
ventilated, it was freezing cold as all the outside doors had to be kept open.  And it became 
abundantly clear that the architects had not factored acoustics into their designs, as it was 
almost impossible to understand what anyone was saying.  But, importantly, the fact that we 
were all together allowed for those quick chats with colleagues, which are so important in 
information-sharing and problem-solving, which are impossible over Teams or Zoom.  Life is 
now completely back to normal and we are, once again, back in the Council Chamber at 
Bodicote House 
 
The new big news for CDC is the ending of the joint-working partnership with OCC.  This 
originally came about when the joint-working partnership with South Northants Council came 
to an end (that Council having been abolished along with Northants County Council).  Joint-
working with OCC had many advantages for both Councils.  It allowed us to share the Senior 
Officer Team (and the expense thereof) and it did provide some more joined-up thinking 
especially in areas such as refuse collection (where CDC empties the dustbins but OCC 
disposes of the rubbish) and, to some extent, Planning (where CDC grants Planning 
Permissions but OCC is responsible for the County-wide Spatial strategy).  However, for 
various reasons, following the loss of Conservative control of OCC last year, the new Ruling 
Group at County Hall and CDC have decided to part company.  This clearly has some 
immediate impact not least of which is that CDC now has its own dedicated Senior Officer 
Team.  Officers who were previously jointly employed by CDC or OCC had to move to one or 
the other and, it is my contention, that CDC ended up with the pick of the crop.  The impact of 
the split on residents of Cherwell should be invisible. 
 
The lot of a rural District Councillor is to deal with Planning Applications above almost any 
other consideration.  The Planning Department has been going through some turmoil.  This is 
not limited to CDC but is a national phenomenon.  Many Planning Officers, while working from 
home, either decided to leave the profession or, having cut their teeth in a Council Planning 
Department, decided to accept the bigger bucks which the developers could afford to pay 
them (and to whom they could provide invaluable insight into Council Planning 
processes).  Where, previously, this gap could have been filled with Agency staff, this has 
proved very difficult as many of them had also gone elsewhere.  However, matters seem to 
be settling down although we have been through a bumpy patch where Planning Notifications 
were being sent to the wrong Parish (in one instance requiring me to persuade the Planning 
Department to re-open the 21-day consultation period which had expired before the right 
Parish was even aware of the Notification) and interminable delays in getting responses. 
Despite this, I pay tribute to all Planning Officers who have had a very difficult time and now, 
with the ending of Covid, a torrent of new Planning Applications from householders deciding, 
after months of staring at their own walls, that the extension they had long talked about really 
was needed.  Likewise, with the economy opening up the commercial developers have also 
come to the conclusion that that warehouse they had long dreamed about also needs to be 



put up in double-quick time so as to feed the seemingly insatiable appetite for internet-
shopping. 
Planning Committee meetings, on which I sit, are also becoming longer as we work our way 
through some of the more contentious proposals.  As many of you might be aware, Cherwell 
has slipped below the requirement to maintain a 5-year Housing Land Supply (it is currently 
about 3.8 years) and this brings forward a rush of speculative applications from the house 
builders as the presumption for development gets titled in their favour.  Despite this, the 
Planning Committee seems to be becoming more robust in refusing some of the more 
egregious proposals, despite knowing that an appeal is likely to be made to the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 
You will be aware that Council Tax has, again, increased this year with the section relating to 
CDC increasing by 3.6% (or £5 per annum for a Band D home).  This is the 3rd increase after 
a 9-year period where it did not increase at all.  All Councillors are acutely aware of the cost-
of-living increases affecting every aspect of all our lives and we do not hike Council Tax 
lightly.  CDC has a number of front-line services which it provides and it aims to continue to 
provide those to the level which it always has done.  However, funding from Central 
Government is being curtailed and so, to that extent, we are being left to fix the problem 
ourselves (along with every other Council in the country). 
Much comment has arisen over the new "Brown Bin Charge" and the change to the waste-
food collection service.  To an extent, the new charge has been introduced to raise some 
revenue but as CDC is the last of the Oxon District Councils to do so it can be said that our 
residents have enjoyed this free service for longer than anywhere else in the County. 
 
Just to remind you, that the annual circus of elections swings around on 5 th May which, this 
year, is for Cherwell District Council.  Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes, one of your 3 Deddington Ward 
Councillors, will be standing down and I should like to thank him for the support he has given 
to me over the past years 
 
I should also like to thank the Chairman of the Parish Council, all Parish Councillors and the 
Parish Clerk for the help and assistance they have given me over the past year and I look 
forward to serving you all, and all your Parishioners, for the next 12 months 
 
Best Regards 
Hugo 
  
Hugo Brown 
Ward Councillor for Deddington, Cherwell District Council 
 


