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It has continued to be an interesting year with a variable level of restrictions causing some disruption 

to council meetings and limiting the ability for the council to meet on a face-to-face basis. As of 6th 

May 2021, councils were no longer allowed to meet using remote platforms and the first face to face 

meeting being held in September 2021. Despite these limitations the Parish Council have continued 

to work hard to maintain or improve standards within our community with each councillor 

endeavouring to contribute as much as possible within each of their working groups. 

The various community groups and villagers continue their sterling work within the Village, and I would 

like to thank all residents and businesses who do so much for the benefit of the Village daily. We 

anticipate a promising year ahead and to are pleased to be returning to a newer version of normal 

life. We hope that many of our annual events will resume and look forward to new events such as the 

Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.  

Planning  

Councillor Caroline Gregory continues in her role as planning co-ordinator and councillors review and 

comment on planning applications as they occur. The Parish Council have reviewed in excess of 80 

planning applications in this time, noting that there does seem to have been an increase in the number 

of home renovations during lockdown.  

Despite Cherwell DC altering the way that tree applications in conservation areas are dealt with we 

have also noted a marked increase in applications for the felling of trees over the past 12 months. 

Nearly 40% of the planning applications received related to various aspects of tree works. We are 

growing concerned about the impact that the number of felled trees will have on the village and its 

environment.   

Councillor Gregory and I attended the planning meeting regarding the proposed 43 houses on the 

land north of Railway House Station Road where Councillor Gregory highlighted our strong objection 

to this proposed development. We were pleased that the development was refused by the committee 

but are concerned that an appeal has been submitted to the planning inspectorate and hope that no 

further large development will be approved as it will have a detrimental impact on local services and 

environment.  

Recreation  

Councillors were saddened to see the picnic bench in the play area vandalised beyond repair in July 

and two young fruit trees damaged or uprooted past saving. We have subsequently had two new 

benches installed in the park and hope that there will not be any further destruction of Village property. 

The play equipment maintenance costs for the different apparatus continue to increase due to its age 

and wear and tear. We continue to monitor the equipment with regular inspections and have provided 

for the cost of some equipment to be replaced during 2022. The park is well used, and we hope to 

reboot our initial plans of installing an outdoor gym to help towards building a healthier community 

and provide a service to residents of all ages.  

The library has re-opened, and the PC look forward to being able to continue to contribute to its vital 

operations in the year ahead. The Friends of the Library and the librarian continue to provide a full 

programme of events for all residents.  

 



Environment 

The largest part of our annual expenditure is on grass cutting and tree maintenance. We have an on-

going risk assessment and tree survey program in place to monitor and manage our trees throughout 

the village with all tree work identified in the past year’s tranche of inspection being completed.  The 

grass cutting contract with Thomas Fox has been extended for a further two years. Councillor David 

Shepherd continues to manage the various aspects of tree maintenance, grass cutting and hedge 

maintenance and we are grateful for the time and dedication that he puts into this task. Whilst he does 

engage regularly with villagers when they raise concerns about trees and hedges the Parish Council 

does wish to note that any work that needs to be undertaken by third party neighbours must be dealt 

with by them personally and the Parish Council is unable to assist in these matters.  

Within the village we have added more dog-poo bins and we monitor the salt/ grit bins. 

The entrance gates to Hook Norton have been repainted and there are discussions underway on the 

installation of planters at the entrances of the village.  

 The Parish Council are also looking into the possibility of protecting the historic structure of the 

viaducts through Listing.  

Cemetery and Allotments 

At the request of Church officials, the Parish Council’s contractors carried out clearance works in St 

Peter’s Churchyard at a cost of £4,400 and the path which was deemed to be dangerous was 

resurfaced at a further cost of £1,400. There is a limited availability of contractors needed to do 

maintenance work throughout the village and we are experiencing difficulties in engaging specialists 

for the repair of walls and the cemetery gates. Councillors continue to follow up with a few providers 

to try to resolve this and hope that the work will be completed over the coming months. 

The Parish Council continue to manage the allotments with regular inspections of the various plots. 

PC contactors visit the cemetery regularly to monitor and treat any Japanese knotweed still growing 

there.  

Memorial Hall 

The War Memorial Hall reopened in September with concessions being given to local groups to 

encourage hall usage. There is a project to raise the overall standard of the hall being considered. A 

full report on the hall is available separately. 

Other 

The Council worked with the CDC and Sports and Social Club to resolve the bottle banks issue which 

were removed from the club site due to dumping and vandalism. Concerns have been raised about 

vehicles speeding as they come into Hook Norton especially near to the primary school. The Parish 

Council are seeking advice about traffic calming measures. 

The fantastic work done by the organisers and volunteers of the Hook Norton Good Neighbours Group 

continues and their ongoing co-ordination and support initiatives have unified villagers of all ages. I 

am pleased that we were able to assist them with the application for a grant from the District Council 

to assist with the community Bus and an IT literacy project.  

 



Community Awards 

The Hook Norton Parish Council community awards were held on the 4 December 2021 at the 

Memorial Hall with the aim to celebrate the many individuals, businesses and volunteer groups who 

work hard within the Hook Norton Village. The Parish Council felt that it was important to shine a light 

on the wonderful people in our village and allow the community to thank those who work hard to 

maintain this vibrant and caring village. 

Pamphlets were posted throughout the village and the event was advertised via Facebook. Many 

nominations were received all of whom deserved recognition. The awards were as follows: 

1. Young person of the year award – Winner: Gemma Webb and Anabelle Butler 

2. Volunteer Team of the Year - Winner: Hooky Neighbours 

3. Hook Norton Achievement Award – Winner: Karen Seymour 

4. Business in the Community award - Winners: Joe Williams and the Village Shop 

5. Commitment to the Community Award- Special award Presented to Wendy Gordon 

6. Environmental award – Tim Lunel 

7. Lifetime Achievement Award – Presented in honour of Jem Hayward 

We look forward to hosting another event in 2022. 

Parish Council 

In September we welcomed Jessica Binnie, who was co-opted on to the council. Allison Hicks 

resigned in January 2022 and Nathan Matthews has assumed the role of Vice Chair. We would like 

to thank Allison for her years of hard work and service to the council and wish her well in her new 

home. My thanks must certainly go to Mrs Rosemary Watts for her help, guidance and patience 

supporting me in her role as Parish Clerk. I would also like to thank all of the Councillors, County 

Councillor George Reynolds and District Councillor Hugo Brown.  

Wendy Gordon resigned from her post as Parish Warden in July, and she has been replaced by Laura 

Wyatt who is doing a marvellous job of keeping the village tidy. 

We currently have 2 vacancies on the Parish Council. 

The annual budget was reviewed in November, and it was agreed that the precept figure for 2022-

2023, being Parish Council's share of the council tax should remain at £80k.  

We are keen to ensure that we are properly engaged with all villagers. To ensure transparency of the 

work of the Parish Council, details of its business is available to view on the Parish Council website 

and on request from the Parish clerk. Residents are also encouraged to attend the monthly meetings 

to raise any concerns regarding agenda items or simply sit and listen to the business being discussed. 

We do appreciate villagers bringing items to our attention, and will endeavour, as always, to provide 

solutions where possible. If you have any constructive suggestions, please get in the touch with the 

Parish Council – email and telephone numbers are on the Parish Council website and on the Parish 

Council noticeboard outside the Memorial Hall. 

Janeen Wilson – Chair HNPC 


