
Environment Group Report from Councillor David Shepherd 

HNPC Meeting of Thursday 14 April 2022 
 

These notes are for Hook Norton Parish Councillors’ information for their meeting as indicated in the title. 

All items are for information only. 

❖ However, this mark indicates the information is related to decision to be taken at the meeting. 

Tree Management 

• The cost of the final year’s package of work will be £3,897.21 (ex VAT) and focuses on the cemetery 

and to the rear of Ironstone Hollow. 

• Some time ago I circulated an email indicating there are a large number of large trees in the lower 

Cemetery. Currently these trees are in good health and present no imminent problems. These 

conifers form mutual supporting groups – which means if one of the group is weakened (eg by 

pruning or removing), the whole group will be weakened. They are long lasting and although they 

present no problem in the near term, when work is needed it will need to be extensive and, probably, 

drastic. My suggestion is that we let sleeping dogs lie and review the situation should a future tree 

survey suggest otherwise. 

• The “hedge” to the rear of a property in The Shearings, for which the parish council is responsible, 

has been addressed. 

• See also “Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area” at the end of this report. 

Grass and Hedge Management 

• No comments at this time regarding grass and hedge management other than to observe another 

season has started.  

• No further action has been taken regarding rejuvinating or planting new hedgerows. 

• No comments from me concerning the churchyard. 

• See also “Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area” at the end of this report. 

Wildlife Zones 

❖ Regarding the proposed wildlife zone at the bottom of the lower cemetery near to where the 

Japanese knotweed was (WZ2a) is already showing signs of regeneration due to the dense tree 

canopy being removed. I propose keeping invasive plants under control, ie cutting back brambles 

etc., cutting back and controlling the spotted laurel, and allowing the self seeded saplings (cherry, 

sycamore and willow to date) to develop as they wish. 

• See also “Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area” at the end of this report. 

Street Furniture 

• Nothing to report relating to street furniture except in the “Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area” 

at the end of this report. 

Other Areas 

• Applying for National Heritage Asset status, ie listing, can be made online. I have initated action by 

raising National Heritage application numbers; providing titles and locations; for: 

o the railway viaduct pillars.  

o the Down End Tite. 

Further action for both applications is on-going. Due to the possible imminent action by GigaClear, 

the application for the Down End Tite could be viewed as being the priority. 

  



Proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area 

All actions relating to this proposed Platinum Jubilee Memorial Area are in abeyance until approval has 

been received from OCC Highways, however: 

The area bounded by the Ironstone Hollow amenity area, Ironstone Hollow, Hollybush and Station Road 

looks neglected and presents a poor view of the village, especially when contrasted with the new wooden 

bus shelter, on what could be argued is the main route in to the village. The following diagram presents 

a conceptual view of how the area, which is centred at OS grid reference SP36073355, could be 

presented to convert this neglected area in to an area of celebration and civic pride – presented as a 

memorial of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The area is currently managed by OCC. Permission to 

develop the area is being sought from OCC.  An on-site meeting is being scheduled to progress the 

approval. 

  

In the diagram:  

• the green area next to Hollybush Road is the existing area of brambles etc that are to be retained 

and managed for small birds and mammals. The area to be included in the annual hedge 

maintenace programme to keep it trimmed back allowing a one metre grass border to the path;  

• the pink area is the new wooden bus shelter with the area planted with wild flowers behind. The 

area to be cleared once per season after flower seed production;  

• the orange areas are existing bushes and hedges that are to be retained but need tidying up by 

removing dead material and rubbish and then pruning to shape. The area to be included in the 

annual hedge maintenace programme to keep it trimmed back allowing a one metre grass border 

to the path; 

• the purple area next to Ironstone Hollow is a new area where the existing scrub and rubbish is 

to be removed and planted with a selection of native tree saplings surrounded on three sides by 

the existing hawthorn/blackthorn hedge. The area to be planted with crab apple, rowan and field 

maple. The area to be managed to keep the tree saplings from being swamped by vigorous 

growing grasses, etc. and the trees from over shadowing them. The planting could be registered 

as part of “The Queen’s Green Canopy”, a Platinum Jubilee initiative being run via The Woodland 

Trust from where the selection of suggested trees was discovered; 

• the existing trees and grass areas to be retained and to be kept neat and tidy. 

• The established bench in front of the new bus shelter is to be repositioned The precise location 

of the seat has yet to be finalised. 

 

 


