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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
MEMORIAL HALL ON THURSDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7.30pm  

 

 
Present: Councillors: Wilson, Hicks, Brotherston, Shepherd, Porter, Gregory, Noviss, Mills, District Cllr 

Brown and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk/RFO). There were two members of the public in 
attendance. 

 
21/077 Apologies for Absence – Cllr Matthews, County Cllr Reynolds 

 
21/078 Declarations of Interest: Cllr Wilson had declared an interest in planning application 

21/02626/TCA. She also declared an interest in the current discussions between CDC, OCC 
and HNSSC regarding the potential re-siting of bottle banks on the HNSSC site. Cllr 
Brotherston had declared an interest in planning application 21/01925/AGN. 
 

21/079 
21/079/1 
 
 
21/079/2 
 
 

Chairman’s Announcements: 
Wendy Gordon had resigned as Parish Warden. Councillor Wilson thanked her for her years of 
service with the Parish Council and wished her well in the future. The vacancy has been 
advertised. 
Ian Upstone, CDC’s Waste and Resources Manager is in talks with OCC and HN Sports and 
Social Club regarding the potential re-siting of bottle banks on their site. 
 

21/080 
21/080/1 
 
 

Minutes of the Virtual Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held 6 May 2021 
Cllr Wilson proposed that the Minutes of the Virtual Annual General Meeting of the Parish 
Council held on 6 May 2021 be resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting. This 
was seconded by Cllr Hicks and passed unanimously. 
 

21/081 
21/081/1 
 
21/081/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21/081/3 
 

Co-option to Parish Council 
The Parish Clerk had placed advertisements notifying villagers that there are two vacancies on 
the Parish Council. 
She had received one application from Mrs Jessica Binnie. Councillor Wilson proposed that 
Jessica Binnie be co-opted as Councillor to the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr 
Porter and agreed unanimously. Councillor Binnie completed a Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office. She will complete a Register of Members' Interests form, to be returned to the Parish 
Clerk within seven days so that CDC can be notified of the appointment. The Parish Clerk will 
email the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to her. 
Councillor Wilson asked Cllr Binnie to join the Cemetery and Allotments Working Group. 
Councillor Brotherston will set up a Parish Council email address for her. 
One vacancy exists on the Parish Council and interested parties should contact the Parish 
Clerk for further details rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk 
 

21/082 
21/082/1 
 
21/082/2 
21/082/3 
 

Planning Applications – (Annex 1) Cllr Gregory reported: 
A number of planning/TCA applications had been received since the last meeting in May. Full 
details, including applications which have been permitted, can be found of the PC website. 
Councillors considered three applications, 21/02933/TCA - work to a Beech (one objection), 1 
Country Cottage, Watery Lane; work to a TPO Oak (one objection), 4 The Sidings; 
Retrospective single storey extension – Sula, Bourne Lane (no objections). 
 

21/083 
21/083/1 
 
 

Reports of Working Groups 
Recreation 

• Councillors were saddened to see the picnic bench in the play area vandalised beyond 
repair in early July and two young fruit trees damaged or uprooted past saving. If anyone 
knows who the culprits were, please do let us know as Councillors want to curtail these 
random acts of vandalism which are wasting tax-payers’ money.  The Police have been 
informed and the matter is in their hands. 

• Councillor Porter will look into the possibility of installing CCTV cameras on the site. 

• Please do not leave litter in the play area – take your litter home or use one of the wheelie 
bins provided. 
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21/083/2 Cemetery and Allotments 

• Allotments: the left-hand road hedge will be cut back to 1.2 m height by the Parish 
Council’s contractors towards the end of October at a cost of £440. 

• Plot 30A – tenant has been asked to cultivate. Plot 18A – tenants have left the village 
and not given Notice. They have not responded to a letter or email to cultivate; the plot 
has therefore offered to people on the waiting list. 

• There are seven people on the allotment waiting list. 

• Cllrs Porter and Noviss asked to join the Cemetery & Allotments working group. This 
was agreed but as Cllr Noviss has a pecuniary interest, being an allotment tenant, he 
would need to withdraw from matters relating to allotments. This is in line with our 
council protocol which aligns with the accepted Nolan Principles and our interpretation of 
current legal guidance for local government. Councillor Hicks will leave the group. 

• Cemetery – the Parish Council’s contractor carried out two inspections of the areas 
being treated for Japanese Knotweed. There is still some visible growth present. The 
contractor will continue to monitor and treat these areas in 2022. 

• Top cemetery gate: both posts need replacing. Councillor Matthews is dealing and Cllr 
Gregory will ask him for an update. 

• Councillor Shepherd did not have an update on the creation of a wildflower garden at 
the top of the cemetery. 

• At the request of church officials, the Parish Council’s contractors will carry out 
clearance work in St Peter’s churchyard towards the end of October at a cost of £4,400. 

• Church officials have confirmed that the ‘open’ grave at the front of the churchyard 
should be left as it is. 

• A path in the churchyard needs repair.  Councillor Gregory will contact Cllr Mathews to 
discuss. 

 
21/083/3 Environment 

• Cherwell DC has altered the way in which tree applications are dealt with, making it 
more difficult for people to get permissions for tree work to be carried out in 
conservation areas. However, TreeTech should still be able to complete the schedule 
of tree works (Tranche 2) by 31 December 2021. 

• Councillor Matthews has been asked to source a quotation for the repair and painting 
of the white gates at the entrances to the village.  

•  
21/083/4 Hook Norton War Memorial Hall 

• The Memorial Hall will re-open next week – hirers will be asked to provide written risk 
assessments for their activity prior to booking. 

• Concessions will be given to local groups to encourage people back to the hall, and 
this, in turn, will help combat the loneliness many people have suffered as a result of 
the pandemic lock-downs. 

• An Addendum to the T&C of Hire have been written to reflect Covid-19 requirements. 

• The boiler is not working and an engineer will be called. 
 

21/084 
21/084/1 
 
 
 
21/084/2 
 

Finance/Schedule of Receipts and Payments for Authorisation by the Council: 
The Parish Clerk presented the schedules of receipts and payments for September totalling 
£3,428.37 for the Parish Council and £265.57 for the Memorial Hall (Annex 2, 3). Cllr Wilson 
moved acceptance of the payments detailed. This was seconded by Cllr Hicks and agreed 
unanimously. 
Parish Council accounts for 2020-2021 are still with external audit. 

21/085 Grass Cutting Contract 2022 and 2023:   
The three-year grass cutting contract with Thomas Fox ends on 31 March 2022. However, 
there is provision in the contract for the it to be extended for a further 2 years. Thomas Fox had 
confirmed that the current charges will not be increased for this two year period.  Councillor 
Wilson therefore proposed that the contract should be extended. This was seconded by Cllr 
Porter and agreed unanimously. 
 

21/086 Community Engagement:  
Councillor Wilson proposed that Hook Norton Parish Council launch a HNPC Community 
Awards 2021. Awards to be given for an outstanding contribution, performance or commitment 
to Hook Norton. All awards are to recognise those individuals and groups that have made and  
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 are making a positive contribution to Hook Norton life and who show leadership, initiative or 

commitment to the local community. 
Categories are as follows: 

• Young Person of the Year in Hook Norton Awards 

• Volunteer Team of the Year in Hook Norton Award 

• Hook Norton – Achievement Award 

• Business in the Community Award 

• Environmental Award 
Anyone can nominate an individual, group or business for a Community Award. Nomination 
forms and criteria information is available from the Parish Clerk. The last date to submit a 
nomination is 15 November. The competition will be judged by a panel and the awards will be 
presented by the Parish Council at an awards ceremony on Saturday 27 November at the 
Memorial Hall (pending regulations). Winners will receive a certificate and £75 towards their 
chosen Hook Norton group or charity. 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hicks and agreed unanimously. Councillors Noviss and 
Wilson agreed to head the project. 
 

21/087 
21/87/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21/87/2 
 
 
 
21/87/3 
 
 
 
21/87/4 
 

Report on District Council Matters: District Cllr Hugo Brown reported as follows (full report at 
Annex 4): 
Full Council 14 July: 
Parliamentary Boundary Review: Hook Norton is likely to remain within the old Banbury 
constituency which will expand considerably southwards. 
Capital Programme Amendments: to approve the inclusion of the Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Scheme into the Capital Programme at a cost of £5.987m funded by 
Government grant. 
Executive 19 July: 
Oxfordshire Plan 2050: To consider the approval of the Oxfordshire Plan consultation 
document which sets out a range of planning policy options and a series of spatial strategy 
options for Oxfordshire. 
Executive 6 September: 
Cherwell Local Plan Review: A new district-wide Local Plan will be prepared to meet 
assessed Development needs for employment, housing, leisure, community facilities and 
infrastructure and to provide a strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of development. 
Other: 
Afghan Resettlement Scheme:  CDC has secured ten MOD houses for 12 months for 
accommodation for people fleeing Afghanistan after recent events in the country. 
Residents’ Satisfaction Survey: CDC’s annual residents’ satisfaction survey has gone live. 
Blue re-cycling boxes: it appears that CDC has instructed bin-men to collect blue re-cycling 
boxes. If you want to retain yours, the suggestion is that you do not put them out on collection 
day. 
Bottle Banks: The Parish Council, Ian Upstone (CDC’s Waste and Resources Manager) are 
in talks with HN Sports and Social Club with a view to it (HNSSC) re-accepting large bottle 
banks on their site. 
 

21/088 
21/088/1 
 
21/088/2 
 
21/088/3 
 
 
21/088/4 
 
 
 
21/088/5 
 

Report on County Council Matters: County Cllr Reynolds reported as follows: 
There is a new administration at OCC and their priorities will be environment, children & young 
people and green issues. 
The village 20 mph schemes will soon be in the pilot stage, with Kirtlington the nearest. It would 
appear parishes may have to fund the schemes. 
OCC announced some time ago an emergency out of hours telephone number for highway 
problems. This is to avoid having to contact TVP. An operator will decide if the matter needs 
attention or can wait - 01223 849732. 
There are at least two consultations out at present, firstly about the Oxfordshire Plan 2050. The 
second about waste. There seems to be at least a couple of questions a) should residents 
have to book a slot at the tip rather than just turn up and b) should residents be made to sort 
what rubbish they have in their black bags. 
There has been some publicity over civil parking. It means that OCC contractors will take over 
responsibility from the Police for on street parking offences. To pay for it there will be on street 
parking bays with pay at the machine in Bicester and Banbury to start with. 
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21/089 
 

Correspondence: 
The Parish Clerk had forwarded all correspondence to Councillors during the previous three 
months and there were no matters outstanding. 
 

21/090 
 

AOB: Councillor Mills will represent the Parish Council at the Remembrance Day service. 
  

 
The next meeting of Hook Norton Parish Council will be held on Thursday 14 October 2021 at 7.30pm. 
 
There being no further business, Councillor Wilson thanked everyone attending and closed the public 
meeting at 8.49pm. 

 
 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 
Hook Norton Parish Council 
Dated 14 October 2021 


