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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 8 APRIL 2021 AT 7.42pm 

 

 
Present: Councillors: Wilson, Hicks, Brotherston, Shepherd, Porter, Gregory, Noviss, Mills, County Cllr 

Reynolds, District Cllr Brown and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk/RFO). There were no members of 
the public in attendance. 

 
21/046 Apologies for Absence – Cllr Matthews 

 
21/047 Declarations of Interest: there were none. 

 
21/048 
21/048/1 
 
21/048/2 
 
21/048/3 
 
 
 
21/048/4 
 
21/048/5 
 

Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr Wilson thanked everyone for attending the virtual meeting. She reminded Councillors that 
she will set a time-limit for each agenda item. 
Two vacancies exist on the Parish Council. If you would like to represent your village, please 
contact the Parish Clerk for further information rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk 
‘Contain Outbreak Management Fund’ – the Parish Council applied to CDC for a grant from the  
government’s Contain Outbreak Management  Fund (COMF) to help contain and prevent 
outbreaks of COVID-19. The grant of £6,300 has been approved, subject to the submission of 
self-evaluation forms about the funded activities. 
The Parish Council congratulated Michelle Dix and Hooky Neighbours for receiving a High 
Sheriff award. 
The Parish Council AGM will be held virtually on 6 May 2021. 

21/049 
21/049/1 
 
 

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held 11 March 2021 
Cllr Wilson proposed that the Minutes of the virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 
March 2021 be resolved as a true and accurate record of the meeting. This was seconded by 
Cllr Porter and passed unanimously. 
 

21/050 
21/050/1 
 
 
21/050/2 
21/050/3 
 
21/050/4 
 
 
21/050/5 
 
21/050/6 
 

Planning Applications – (Annex 1) Cllr Gregory reported: 
Five planning/TCA applications had been received since the last meeting.  Councillors objected 
to 21/00542/F, Manor Farm, Station Rd, conversion of farmyard to form house and 21/00875/F, 
Lower Nil Farm, change of use of orchard to glamping site. 
Cherwell District Council permitted nine applications. 
Withdrawn by applicant – 20/03432//F-20/03433/LB Stapenhill House, Scotland End; external 
and internal alterations to house and attached buildings. 
Appeal to Secretary of State against refusal – APP/C3105/W/20/3262153 Highway House, 
Park Rd, 20/00805/F demolition of existing house and outbuildings, erection of replacement 
house, outbuilding and residential annex. 
Appeal to Secretary of State against refusal – 20/01650/TPO – Pendula House, 9 Old School 
End – T1 x 3 Silver birch – fell. Subject to TPO 07/1991. 
Cllr Wilson thanked Cllr Gregory for putting together a detailed letter objecting to the proposed 
building of 43 houses in Station Rd. 
 

21/051 
21/051/1 
 
 

Reports of Working Groups 
Recreation 

• The play area remains open during lockdown and is being well used. Residents are 
reminded that Covid-19 restrictions still apply. The swings will remain locked until such 
time as restrictions are lifted. 

• Please do not leave litter in the play area – take your litter home or use one of the bins 
provided. 

 
21/051/2 Cemetery and Allotments 

• Allotments: the latch at the top gate needs moving to ensure that the gate can close 
properly. Sliding bolts to the lower gates need replacing. Cllr Matthews is dealing with 
this. 
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 • Annual rental invoices were sent out to allotment tenants in February, payable by 1 April 
2021. Reminders attract a £10 administration fee. A plot will be offered to the next 
person on the waiting list if, after two reminders, payment is still not received. 

• Councillors approved the siting of small sheds on allotment Plots 25B and 33B. 

• There are nine people on the allotment waiting list. 

• Cemetery: the top gate needs replacing. Cllr Matthews is seeking quotation. 
 

21/051/3 Environment 

• A bus shelter provided by the Parish Council has been installed in Station Rd. A brass 
plaque for the shelter commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day is on order. If 
possible, the bench in front of the shelter will be moved to the side. 

• Grass cutting has commenced in the village. 

• An application has been made to CDC to fell a diseased lime tree in the cemetery. 

• A schedule of tree works (Tranche 2) for the coming year was circulated before the 
meeting. Councillor Shepherd proposed that the works should be carried out by 31 
December 2021. This was seconded by Cllr Brotherston and agreed unanimously. 

• Councillor Shepherd proposed that a corner of the cemetery opposite the upper gates 
be managed as a wild flower garden, not a manicured grass area.  This was seconded 
by Cllr Wilson and agreed unanimously. A resident has offered to supply a bench for 
the wildflower garden. 

• Unfortunately there has been a spate of vandalism around the village. 
 

21/051/4 Hook Norton War Memorial Hall 

• The hall will remain closed until Government restrictions are lifted. 

• Councillors Brotherston and Porter will carry out a written risk assessment of the hall 
prior to it being re-opened.  The Parish Clerk will provide them with a template. 

 
21/052 
21/052/1 
 
 
 
21/052/2 
 
21/052/3 
 
21/052/4 
 

Finance/Schedule of Receipts and Payments for Authorisation by the Council: 
The Parish Clerk presented the schedules of receipts and payments for April totalling 
£3,953.21 for the Parish Council and £136.20 for the Memorial Hall (Annex 2, 3). Cllr Wilson 
moved acceptance of the payments detailed. This was seconded by Cllr Hicks and agreed 
unanimously. 
The Parish Clerk HAD provided Councillors with year-end income/expenditure figures before 
the meeting. 
The Parish Clerk will send Parish Council and Memorial Hall accounts for 2020-2021 to the 
internal auditor as soon as bank statements have been received and approved. 
The Parish Clerk has submitted a VAT Refund claim to HMRC for the period 01.04.2020 -
31.03.2021. 
 

21/053 HNPC Tree Management Policy:  the Parish Council’s draft tree management policy was sent 
to Councillors before the meeting. Cllr Shepherd proposed that the policy be adopted.  This 
was seconded by Cllr Wilson and approved unanimously. 
 

21/054 Face to Face Meetings: The Regulations enabling virtual town and parish council meetings 
come to an end at midnight on 6 May 2021. A return to face to face meetings is expected from 
7 May, despite continued uncertainty about coronavirus. 
Luke Hall MP, Minister of State for Regional Growth and Local Government, sent a letter to 
council leaders on 25 March. The letter explains that the government, despite extensive 
lobbying, is not going to roll the Regulations over for another year, pleading a very full 
parliamentary timetable, together with a belief that primary legislation is needed. 
A legal challenge to this view has been lodged with the High Court. The Association of 
Democratic Service Officers, Lawyers in Local Government and Hertfordshire County Council 
contend that primary legislation is not necessary. This challenge is supported by NALC and the 
LGA and will be heard in the week beginning 19 April. 
Councillors expressed a natural reluctance about returning to face-to-face meetings, especially 
as a number of Councillors have not had their first Covid vaccination by May.  The Parish 
Council AGM has therefore been brought forward to 6 May to ensure that a virtual meeting can 
be held. 
The Parish Council will discuss and decide how it will go forward in June. It needs to be 
mindful of its democratic and legal obligations but equally of its health and safety obligations to 
its staff, the public and elected members. 
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21/055 
21/055/1 
21/055/1/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21/055/1/2 

Report on District Council Matters: District Cllr Brown reported as follows:- 
Scheduled Executive, 6th April 
Oxon Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy (OEVIS) - this strategy is being adopted by all 
six Oxon Councils to give some co-ordination and conformity to the project. It is being pursued 
in the light of Government's target for net zero carbon emissions by 2050 and for all new cars 
to be electric by 2030. The University of Oxford predicts that by 2025 there could be in excess 
of 25,000 electric vehicles (EVs) on Oxon roads, rising to 44,000 by 2027. Clearly these need 
the infrastructure to be able to charge which is challenging when 30-40% of Oxon households 
do not have their own off-road parking and so cannot install a charging point. Currently, there 
are 448 public EV charge-points located at 123 sites (some sites have 1 charge-point, others 
ranging up to 40 and not all charge-points are of uniform "charging speed").  Predicting the 
number of charge-points required is complex and Oxon Councils are recommended to adopt 
the Transport & Environment Charger Weighting Metric which seeks to determine the number 
of public charge-points based on the charging speed of those charge-points, centred around a 
base charging speed of 3-7kW. The current 448 public charge-points equate to an equivalent 
of 1,464 charge-points of 3-7kW and Oxon Councils current plans are to install 432 charge-
points over the next 2 years (which equates to 910 equivalent charge-points of 3-7kW), making 
a total of 2,374 equivalent charge-points of 3-7kW. The plan is to install a further 726 3-7Kw 
equivalent charge-points taking the total to 3,100 by 2025. The funding model has not yet been 
determined but is likely to involve a mix of Central Government, Local Government and Private 
Sector funding 
Considerations of the Oxford-Cambridge ARC principles - The Oxford-Cambridge ARC is 
a globally significant area between Oxford, Milton Keynes and Cambridge. It is formed of five 
ceremonial counties: Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire and 
Cambridgeshire. Central government has recently announced an intention to develop a Spatial 
Framework for the ARC, a long-term strategic plan to help co-ordinate new developments in 
the area, together with the required strategic infrastructure, including green infrastructure. A 
key objective of the Spatial Framework will be to ensure the environment is protected and 
enhanced. In October 2020 an economic prospectus for the ARC was published jointly by local 
authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnerships within the ARC. It outlines the following 
vision: “By 2050, the ARC will be a world leading place for high-value growth, innovation and 
productivity. A global hub where ideas and companies are generated and thrive, home to 
exemplary models of 21st century development, with a high quality environment and 
outstanding quality of life, and with a strong economic focus that drives inclusive clean 
growth.” The ARC Environment Principles supporting this vision align with the government’s 25 
Year Environment Plan and the commitment in the joint declaration to embody the 25-year 
plans goals and ambitions. The principles are intended to inform and become an integral part 
of developing plans and statements in relation to the ARC, including Local Plans, local 
authority activities, plans, projects and programmes for all statutory bodies operating in the 
ARC. The regional principles have been written and agreed by the ARC’s local partners and 
stakeholders. They are informed by Government policy. The principles address how the ARC 
will tackle some of the biggest challenges of our time: achieving net zero carbon, climate 
resilience, biodiversity net gain, environmental net gain, doubling the area of land actively 
managed for nature, restoring, protecting and enhancing the natural environment and ensuring 
renewable natural capital (resources derived from living things that if properly managed can be 
replenished) remains available for future generations. The Government has now confirmed that 
the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, previously paused, is now cancelled. 
 

21/056 
21/056/1 
 
21/056/2 
 
21/056/3 

Report on County Council Matters: County Cllr Reynolds reported as follows: 
It is disappointing how long it takes for Local Government (OCC) to get things done, like 
carrying out repairs to HN Library.  
Despite the vaccine and the easing of lockdown, the message is still that people must take all 
precautions and care to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 
OCC will be installing a number of public charging points across the County. 
 

21/057 
 

Correspondence: 
The Parish Clerk had forwarded all correspondence to Councillors during the month and there 
were no matters outstanding. 
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21/058 
21/058/1 
 
21/058/2 
 
 
 

AOB: 
Cllr Noviss attended a virtual Library Reading Room Renovation Project meeting on 17 March. 
Target dates for re-opening the library were discussed. 
Rural Gigaclear Connectivity is working closely with residents to bring ultrafast fibre-to-the-
premises (FTTP) broadband to their properties. There may be some localised disruption as 
they undertake the works, however, where possible, they will utilise existing telecoms ducts 
and poles in the village to minimise inconvenience to residents and visual impact of works. In 
some instances, digging in private land might be necessary, in which case they will be in 
contact with landowners to discuss network access agreements. 
The Parish Council supports any infrastructure improvements to the village. 
   

 
The virtual Annual General Meeting of Hook Norton Parish Council will be held on Thursday 6 May 2021 
at 7.30pm. 
 
There being no further business, Councillor Wilson thanked everyone attending and closed the public 
meeting at 8.39pm. 

 
 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 
Hook Norton Parish Council 
Dated  


