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The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound effect over the last 12 months and is still having a great 

effect on the lives of our community. Restrictions to daily life have forced us to quickly adopt 

different ways of working and connecting with each other and the Parish Council have ensured that 

they continue to improve and maintain standards within the community despite these limitations. 

Like everyone else the Parish Council is following the government guidelines and councillors are 

working by e-mail and Zoom meetings. 

Whilst the crisis has brought unique challenges to all of us, I am also humbled by the number of 

innovative ways that many within the village have found to assist wherever possible. The numerous 

neighbourly acts of kindness over this period have shone a light on the wonderful people in our 

village and I would like to thank those who have worked hard to help where needed. A special thanks 

to the village shop which was kept open throughout and the butcher, who put a home delivery 

service in place in lieu of the shop remaining open. The Surgery ensured that villagers have received 

medication and prescriptions – and thanks to those Councillors who immediately volunteered as a 

delivery team if needed.  Also, the volunteer fire fighters who have continued with the excellent 

service that they offer.  

Over this past year the Parish Council have continued to maintain or improve standards within our 

community with each councillor endeavouring to contribute as much as possible within each of their 

working groups.  

Planning  

Councillor Hicks stepped down from her post as PC planning co-ordinator after many years of service 

and after a number of changes Councillor Gregory has accepted responsibility as the PC planning co-

ordinator. The council have reviewed in excess of 72 planning applications in this time. We have 

recently written to the Cherwell District Council to strongly oppose the proposed 43 houses on the 

land north of Railway House Station Road as it conflicts with several policies in the Hook Norton 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

Recreation  

Sadly the library remains closed with repairs and reopening being delayed due to the pandemic. The 

PC do aim to continue to contribute to cost of the library when reopens. 

Lockdown restrictions on play areas were lifted on 4 July and advisory notices and adjustments were 

made to some of the equipment after Councillors had carried out a risk assessment of the play area 

and its use. There has been further maintenance in the park with repairs to the equipment, fruit 

trees planted and bark replaced under the zip wire. The park is well used and future plans include the 

installation of an outdoor gym and more benches to help towards building a healthier community 

and provide a service to residents of all ages.  

Environment 

We spend a considerable proportion of the funding available to us on grass cutting and tree 

maintenance having recently awarded a new 3-year tree maintenance contract to Treetech. We have 

an on-going risk assessment and tree survey program in place to monitor and manage our trees 



throughout the village. Tree trees bordering Station Road and Ironstone Hollow have been coppiced 

and a substantial amount of tree maintenance work has already been completed. 

Within the village we have added more dog-poo bins and we monitor the salt/ grit bins. We are 

grateful to the group we call the Environmental Champions – volunteers who help maintain the 

beauty of our village. This group help out in various areas, with some hedge cutting, grass cutting, 

weeding, etc that supplements the work done by our contractor and Parish Warden. 

A new bus shelter is being installed between Ironstone Hollow and Hollybush Rd and it was agreed 

that this would be in remembrance of the VE Day 75th anniversary. 

There are also discussions underway with a number of community groups on the establishment of 

wildlife zones around the village. 

Cemetery and Allotments 

PC contactors visit the cemetery regularly to monitor and treat any Japanese knotweed still growing 

there. A metal fence damaged by a storm felled tree has been repaired as well as a 5 metre length of 

stone wall in St Peter’s churchyard after it was damaged when ivy had been removed. There have 

been unfortunate delays to other wall repairs due to the limited availability of contractors and the PC 

have also allocated a sum in next year’s budget to ongoing repairs to council owned stone walls.  

We have agreed to provide allotment holders with 210l water butts and some have already been 

distributed to interested tenants. Gates in the allotment gardens were vandalised and plans are 

underway to ensure that these are repaired. 

Memorial Hall 

We hope the War Memorial Hall, sadly closed at present due to the current lockdown, will soon be 

able to offer facilities for private and public use once again. 

Other 

The fantastic work done by the organisers and volunteers of the Hook Norton Good Neighbours 

Group continues and their ongoing co-ordination and support initiatives have unified villagers of all 

ages. Although VE Day celebrations were cancelled, one of the village youngsters, and Hook Norton 

Neighbours, to put together a village VE Day tea which was distributed to our more elderly residents. 

I am pleased that we were able to contribute £300 from the VE Day budget that we had already 

agreed to help this to go ahead. The PC have approved further S137 grants of £300 towards the Good 

Neighbours’ Christmas hamper scheme and £600 towards the set-up of a community bus service. 

We welcome the various suggestions that are sent to us, and endeavour to action them whenever 

possible, although on numerous occasions they are beyond the remit of the Parish Council. When 

this happens, we always try to direct them to the correct parties. The PC continue to highlight the 

deplorable state of the roads to and from Hook Norton, and within Hook Norton. We have received a 

number of complaints from residents about people parking inconsiderately, causing difficulty for 

other road users and damage to verges. Unfortunately, there is little that the PC and OCC Highways 

can do to stop this as only the police can enforce the law. People are therefore asked to park their 

vehicles safely and considerately in all areas of the village. 



Parish Council 

Councillor Mandy Watkins resigned as Chair from the Parish council in July 2020 after over 7 years of 

playing a very active role in Parish affairs, 2 ½ of them as Chair. I would like to thank her for her hard 

work and dedication over this time. My thanks must certainly go to Cllr. Allison Hicks to Mrs 

Rosemary Watts for their help, guidance and patience supporting me in their roles as Vice Chairman, 

and Parish Clerk. I would also like to thank all of the Councillors, County Councillor George Reynolds 

and District Councillor Hugo Brown. Wendy Gordon has continued to be excellent in her role as 

Parish Warden, and I know that the public really appreciate all that she does. We currently have 2 

vacancies on the Parish Council. 

We are keen to ensure that we are properly engaged with all villagers. To ensure transparency of the 

work of the Parish Council, details of its business is available to view on the Parish Council website 

and on request from the Parish clerk. Residents are also encouraged to attend the monthly meetings 

to raise any concerns regarding agenda items or simply sit and listen to the business being discussed. 

We do appreciate villagers bringing items to our attention, and will endeavour, as always, to provide 

solutions where possible. If you have any constructive suggestions please get in the touch with the 

Parish Council – email and telephone numbers are on the Parish Council website and on the Parish 

Council noticeboard outside the Memorial Hall. 

 

Janeen Wilson – Chair HNPC 


